Old Ironsides, the first of the mighty Armored Force, the pioneer in the art and science of armor, the father of other
divisions, the first armored division overseas, the first to land on African soil, the first to engage the German troops in
World War 11, the instructor of others entering combat, the first into Rome, the first of the armored divisions in days
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of actual field service during World War I1.

—Office of the Chief of Military History

Although the nickname ‘the Fighting First’ truly belongs to
the 1** Infantry Division, the 1** Armoured Division can just
as much claim to be the first of its kind, a template which
set the standard for the newly created armored divisions—
fielding more than 14,000 soldiers organised in two armored
regiments and one armored infantry regiment, along with
supporting artillery, engineers, and reconnaissance.

The division’s nickname ‘Old Ironsides’ was chosen by its
first commanding officer, General Magruder, in honour
of the USS Constitution, one of the first warships of the
United States Navy. Magruder appreciated the parallel
between the famous warship that founded the US Navy and
the 1* Armored Division setting the standard for the new
armored divisions.

The division was led into Tunisia by Major-General Orlando
Ward, a capable administrator who was hampered by a
difficult working relationship with his II Corps commander,
General Lloyd Fredendall.

Much of the losses at Kasserine Pass were suffered by Old
Ironsides. Ward was furious at having his division broken
up into smaller ‘penny packet’ forces distributed across the
front, rather than grouped together en masse where they
could mutually support each other.

Ward was later relieved of command of the division, as
scapegoat for the failings in the Kasserine Pass fighting. He
was replaced by Major General Ernest Harmon, who, sent
to assess the situation in the Kasserine Pass, had effectively
taken control of II Corps and turned the chaos into a
successful defence.

With the Tunisian Campaign over, Old Ironsides redeployed
to Morocco to re-equip. The heavy losses of the campaign
were restored, and the last of its M3 Lee tanks were replaced
with the newer M4 Sherman.

Old Ironsides sat out the invasion of Sicily, and later landed
at Salerno in Italy. A year of tough fighting followed through
the mountainous country, before the final capture of Rome

on 5 June 1944.
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3+ Battalion, 274 Battalion,
1 Armored Regiment 1* Armored Regiment (p.76)
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1% Battalion, 2"d Battalion,
6" Armored Infantry Regiment (p.28) 13* Armored Regiment
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A Company, 2"d Battalion,
701° Tank Destroyer Battalion 6" Armored Infantry Regiment
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B Company, A & B Companies,
81° Recon Battalion

27 Armored
Field Artillery Battalion

* Armored divisions usually had two combat commands, CCA
and CCB, but the 1 Armored Division was so widely dispersed
prior to the German attack at Kasserine Pass that two additional
improvised combat commands, CCC and CCD were created.
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S

G Company, C Company,
13* Armored Regiment 701 Tank Destroyer Battalion (p.40)

“dili

B Company, D Company,
701 Tank Destroyer Battalion 16* Armored Engineer Battalion

e

B Company, 68" Armored

601+ Tank Destroyer Battalion 68" Armored Field Artillery Battalion Field Artillery Battalion

o

1 Battalion, 1*t Battalion,
1** Armored Regiment (p.24) 13* Armored Regiment
(Re-fitting in Oran during (Divisional Reserve)
the Battle of Kasserine Pass)
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